The Shape of Your Tip
It has often been debated that cue tips should be of a certain shape, either rounded or flat or even
mushroomed. It is a personal preference thing naturally, but a little analysis may change your mind.
A flattened tip, I have used red balls in the diagram for greater contrast, will deliver a bigger
surface area to the ball when playing a stroke without any spin certainly (Fig.1A). However, when
playing a stroke to deliver any kind of spin to the cue ball, a far greater proportion of the surface
area of the tip will be in contact with the ball if the tip is rounded, (Fig.2B & C) and this I feel, is far
more important. Figure 3 demonstrates this quite visually.
The tip of your cue should be roughened and coated with chalk and it is far easier to see (and
maintain) that a rounded tip has a rough surface area and is chalked, than the fine edge of a
flattened tip that is the point of contact with the top, bottom or either side of a cue ball (Fig.1). This
assumes that in playing any stroke except a swerve or Masse, that your cue is level with the playing
surface as it should be.
Some players like a mushroomed tip, i.e. one that is larger in diameter than the ferule. Again this is
personal preferance and as long as it is rounded I can't see any problem except that when playing
with deep screw or if the player has a tendancy to draw the cue back towards himself instead of
following through, then this type of tip could be torn off a lot easier than one that is flush with the
ferule.
In conclusion then, it is my contention that the advantages of a rounded tip far outweigh the
disadvantage of not having a flat surface to strike the centre of the ball with when playing a stroke
without spin.

3"

B"

1"

A"

2"
C"

